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Designer Takes

13 Red Paint Colors Designers Use on
Repeat

From candy apple to muted neutral shades, designers share their favorite red hues

For designers looking to make a dramatic statement, red can be a helpful ally:
Vibrant and bright, red paint colors can really pack a punch, whether used as
accents or deployed for a bold all-over look. Red is rich and passionate, joyful and
empowering—no wonder Pantone selected the shade Viva Magenta as its 2023 Color
of the Year.

Though it’s a strong, inspiring, and impactful color to be sure, red can also function
as a neutral. Several of the designers we consulted to come up with this list of the
best red paint colors favor a tone that evokes terra-cotta, leaning warmer and more
muted than a classic cherry red. Other pros had a penchant for burgundy-like red
hues with purple undertones. But no matter the shade—from the deepest wine color
to a spirited magenta—when a designer knows how to properly implement it, red
has major staying power.

Borscht by Sherwin-Williams

Borscht by Sherwin-Williams

Moody laundry room? Why not. This one, by Kaminski +
Pew, features Sherwin-Williams’s Borscht shade.
Jason Varney

“We love deep, muted colors as a way to create impact and add atmosphere to any
space. Using bold colors adds visual depth, so we like to use them in smaller spaces
such as powder rooms, mudrooms, laundry rooms, or offices. Lately, we’ve been
gravitating toward warm, moody colors in the range of deep plums and maroon
reds, with accents of mink browns and rusts, to create an intimate and inviting feel.
We recently completed a laundry room in Borscht by Sherwin-Williams and found
it to be the perfect shade.” —Kevin Kaminski and Alexis Pew, Kaminski + Pew



