Che New ork Eimes

THE FIX

[s It Storage or Art? If Its Hard to
Tell, Youre Doing It Right.

The best open storage adds personality to a room. Here's how it’s
done.
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What to do when you have too much stuff and not enough storage
space? Celebrate it. Storing some of that overflow out in the open
can be a good solution when you’ve got a small space with few
closets.

Well-planned open storage — with wall shelves, pegs, hooks and
other accessories — does two important things. “It’s provides
functionality,” said Natalie Papier, the founder of Home Ec., an
interior design firm in Charlotte, N.C., and a host of the reality TV
show “Artfully Designed.” And “it can look like art on your walls.”

Here’s how she and other designers turn what you may think of as
clutter — that athletic gear, those personal mementos, your out-of-
season coats and boots, old books and records — into something
you want to show off.

Get Rid of Haphazard Solutions

Even those areas we think of as utilitarian storage spaces can
become places to enjoy, Ms. Vinas said. Take the garage, for
instance: It’s often a dumping ground for yard tools and sports
gear, and yet it’s the first room many people see when they come
home.



The designers at Kaminski & Pew replaced unsightly cat condos with wall-mounted
cat beds they found on Etsy. Rebecca McAlpin

Dog beds, cat scratching posts and other pet accessories are
usually another afterthought: They tend to sit in the corner,
cluttering up a room. But it doesn’t have to be that way.

For a home office in Wayne, Pa., that had been adopted by the
resident felines as their own, the founders of Kaminski & Pew, an
architecture and design firm, searched out wall-mounted cat beds
on Etsy.

“We were having a hard time laying out the room in a way that
made sense with the furniture, while accommodating one of those
big cat condos, which is what the owners previously had,” said
Alexis Pew, who runs the firm with her husband, Kevin Kaminski.
“We found these wall-mounted ones that avoid the issue — they
just become a sculptural thing on the wall.”



